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Source : www.indianexpress.com Date : 2018-11-02

A MATTER OF DIGNITY
Relevant for: Government Policies & Welfare Schemes | Topic: Welfare of Old Age People - Schemes & their

performance; Mechanisms, Laws, Institutions & Bodies

Both my son’s kidneys have failed and he desperately needs a liver transplant! Please help me

The 2018 WHO dementia plan focuses on the urgent need for a multi-phased approach and a
multi-sectoral policy response to address the needs of people with dementia, their carers and
families. The rapid increase in ageing population across countries requires national strategies to
deal with age-related diseases — dementia care is becoming a significant issue.

Data from many parts of the world reveals age as a risk factor for dementia — though the
debilitating condition, is not an inevitable consequence of ageing. Dementia is a form of
cognitive impairment that affects memory and other cognitive abilities and significantly interferes
with a person’s ability to perform daily activities. According to the WHO, it affects 50 million
people worldwide; a number that is projected to increase to 82 million by 2030 and 152 million
by 2050. According to some estimates, one person gets affected by dementia every three
seconds.

Studies have revealed how the stigma attached to the disease leads to the social isolation of
patients, their families and careers. Research has thrown light on the deterioration in the quality
of their lives. There is an urgent need to treat dementia as a public health concern by raising
awareness on all aspects of the disease including risk reduction, diagnosis, treatment, research,
care and support for patients and care givers. The efforts of the Alzheimer’s and Related
Disorders Society of India (ARDSI) and the initiatives of the Ministry of Health, based on
directives of the WHO’s Global Dementia Action Plan, are directed towards that end.

Studies that draw on interactions with people affected by dementia, their families, and caregivers
indicate that several of the needs of such people — social, economic or those related to health
— remain unfulfilled. For instance, leave concessions at work, adaptable housing environments,
adequate diagnostic facilities, treatment options,

care provisions and risk reduction measures for people with dementia are not in place. Many
require psychological support, biomedical facilities, appropriate medications, counselling
services and end of life care. But these are not available. The complexity of needs cutting across
health, economic and social sector requires attention and policy responses.

Over a year ago, the World Health Assembly in Geneva adopted the Global Action Plan on the
Public Health Response to Dementia 2017-2025. India endorsed the plan, confirming its
commitment to improving the lives of people with dementia, their carers and families. The
country’s commitment to Sustainable Development Goals — especially with respect to Goal 3
that deals with good health and well being — and the UN Convention on the Rights of Persons
with Disabilities should push it into formulating a strategy to deal with this debilitating condition.
Such a plan should incorporate public awareness campaigns and research.

As the percentage of aged people in the country increases, improving the lives of people with
dementia and their families and carers must become a national priority. These programmes
could be aligned with existing policies and care models.

END
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Source : www.livemint.com Date : 2018-11-13

OPINION
Relevant for: Government Policies & Welfare Schemes | Topic: Welfare of Children - Schemes & their

performance; Mechanisms, Laws, Institutions & Bodies

The National Nutrition Mission, launched by Prime Minister Narendra Modi on 8 March—now
christened POSHAN (Modi’s overarching scheme for holistic nourishment) Abhiyaan—aims to
drastically reduce the prevailing high incidence of malnutrition, stunted growth and anaemia. The
intention is to do this through convergence, mass movements and leveraging technology.
Anganwadi workers (AWWs) are required to feed in details of the beneficiaries and monitor their
growth in real time during pregnancy, as well as height and weight of the child once born, in the
mobile phones given to them and follow up with SMS alerts to those who are at risk. However,
certain fundamental issues need fixing for the programme to be successfully implemented.

Anganwadi centres (AWCs) are the focal point of delivery of health and nutrition services for
pregnant women, lactating mothers and children. There have been improvements in the
quantity, quality and coverage of services provided to the beneficiaries. These have reflected
positively in maternal and child health indicators. However, many of the AWCs lack basic
amenities and face infrastructure problems. Around 24% of them lacked their own building and
operated from small rented premises, and around 14% lacked pucca buildings. Only 86%, 67%
and 68% of AWCs had drinking water facilities, electricity connections and toilets respectively,
some of which are either dysfunctional or could not be used due to conditions imposed by
landlords. The cumulative effect was that children were forced into cramped, poorly lit and
unhygienic spaces, often in searing heat.

Secondly, despite improvements, there is still much left to do in terms of achieving
universalization of coverage and advanced service delivery. According to the Rapid Survey on
Children (2013-14) carried out by the Union ministry of women and child development, 74% of
AWCs had functional baby-weighing scales and 23% of them had adult-weighing scales.
However, a 2015 evaluation carried out by NITI Aayog had found that over 24% of the AWCs
surveyed maintained poor records. To overcome the challenges of the tedious and irregular
system of manually maintaining daily registers and monitor growth efficiently, information and
communications technology-enabled real time monitoring (ICT-RTM) has been rolled out in
POSHAN Abhiyaan districts. This helped identify 12,000 severely malnourished children in 46
districts of six states.

However, this could be rendered ineffective due to the limited capacities of AWWs to handle
smartphones owing to their lack of technological literacy. This is compounded by technical
issues like slow servers and data deletion problems, resulting in irregular and improper
recording of growth data of children.

Finally, AWWs are the fulcrum of POSHAN Abhiyaan and render vital services to mothers and
children in villages. Despite their indispensability, nearly 40% of AWWs had to use their personal
money to run the AWCs, 35% of them complained of delayed payments (Progress of Children
Under Six Report, 2016), and administrative duties like organizing functions, and conducting
exams and surveys distracted them from their core health and nutrition responsibilities. Thus,
overburdened with work, undervalued and underpaid, AWWs have become demotivated and
demoralized.

Positive measures have been taken to rectify these issues. Expeditious construction of 36,000
AWCs which meet the required standards of space, cleanliness, convenience of locality etc. is
imperative. And recent visits to NITI Aayog’s aspirational districts demonstrated that the strategy
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of actively involving otherwise unsupportive panchayat leaders in construction of AWCs and
improvement in the quality of village health sanitation and nutrition, will make POSHAN
Abhiyaan more effective in these areas. Further, if the government vests more powers in the
district administration to fill vacant posts in AWCs, it would be a significant step towards
overcoming the problem of shortage of staff. This is especially so at the supervisory level; this
has been plaguing effective implementation of integrated child development services for years.
Thirdly, comprehensive periodical and refresher training of AWWs, especially when it comes to
usage of tablets for monitoring growth among malnourished children and high risk pregnant
mothers, is crucial. Further, supply of iron/folic acid tablets, allotment of ‘take-home rations’ and
supplementary nutrition needs to be regular. Finally, the prime minister’s recent video
conference with front-line workers and the announcement of an increase in their remuneration,
as well as the recent POSHAN Maah awards, send the right signals about the government’s
commitment to recognizing and honouring AWWs’ efforts. All of this said, supply side
investments need to be complemented with the enhancement of the traditionally weak demand
for health and nutrition services.

The prime minister recently said, “One cannot build a strong building on a weak foundation.
Similarly, if the children of the country are weak, the progress of the country will also slow
down”. India is home to one of the largest populations of malnourished children in the world. The
problems which hinder effective implementation of the programme are not insurmountable. But
the basics must be fixed first for operationalizing POSHAN Abhiyaan’s advanced features.

Vedeika Shekhar is a young professional in the women and child development and nutrition
division, NITI Aayog.

Comments are welcome at theirview@livemintcom
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Source : www.pib.nic.in Date : 2018-11-13

55 AWARDS PRESENTED TO YOUTH WITH
DISABILITIES AT ‘GLOBAL IT CHALLENGE FOR YOUTH
WITH DISABILITIES 2018’
Relevant for: Government Policies & Welfare Schemes | Topic: Welfare of Persons with Disability - Schemes &

their performance; Mechanisms, Laws, Institutions & Bodies

Ministry of Social Justice & Empowerment

55 Awards Presented to Youth with Disabilities at ‘Global it
Challenge for Youth with Disabilities 2018’

Shri Thaawarchand Gehlot Calls Upon Nations to take all
Steps for Enhancing it Skill of Youth with Disabilities

Posted On: 11 NOV 2018 2:28PM by PIB Delhi

The three day event of the “Global IT Challenge for Youth with Disabilities, 2018” concluded in
the presence of Shri Thaawarchand Gehlot, Union Minister for Social Justice and
Empowerment here today. It was organised by the Department of Empowerment of Persons
with Disabilities (DEPwD), Ministry of Social Justice and Empowerment in association with
Rehabilitation International Korea and their associated partner LG Electronics from 9th to 11th

November, 2018. Shri Thaawarchand Gehlot, and other dignitaries from Korea, India and
ESCAP presented the awards.

While concluding the ceremony, Shri Thaawarchand Gehlot expressed his deep satisfaction
over the successful completion of the event and called upon the participating nations to take all
steps for enhancing IT skill of youth with disabilities so that they live an independent life with
dignity equally with others.

President, RI, Korea thanked the Government of India for hosting the event successfully.

This year 96 youth with disabilities (visual disability, hearing disability, locomotor disability and
intellectual disability/developmental disorder) from 18 countries namely, India, Indonesia,
China, Vietnam, Malaysia, Thailand, Sri Lanka, Bangladesh, Nepal, Mongolia, Cambodia,
Laos, Philippines, Korea, Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, UK and UAE participated in the “Global IT
Challenge for Youth with Disabilities, 2018”.                                                                                 
      

The individual competition on e-tool and e-life mapping was held on 9th November, 2018 and
the group competition event was completed on 10th November, 2018. Alongside the IT
challenge competitions another parallel programme namely IT Forum was also organised to
showcase the best practices followed by various participating countries regarding use of ICT
for enhancing empowerment of persons with disabilities.

The event comprised of 55 awards in various categories including awards for best volunteer.
Three awards namely, “Best, Excellent and Good” in individual and group events in each
category i.e. visual, hearing, physical and developmental/intellectual disability.
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Thailand won maximum i.e. six awards followed by Philippines with five awards. India bagged
three awards including Super Challenger awards. Shri Manjot Singh from India won two
awards in e-tool challenge and e-life map challenge under visual disability category where as
shri Saurav Kumar Sinha from India won the Super Challenger award.

Ms. Fayza Putri, Adila from Indonesia won the ‘Global IT Leader Award’.

The objective of the Global ICT Challenge for Youth with Disabilities is to leverage IT skills
among youth with disabilities and also to spread awareness about the application of
Information and Computer Technology (ICT) in enhancing the quality of life of persons with
disabilities especially in Asia-Pacific region. It is a capacity building project that helps youth
with disabilities to overcome their limitations and challenge themselves for a better future by
providing them with access to ICT and related experiences, improving their ability to leverage
information and social participation while setting ICT agendas for participant countries related
to disabilities and boosting international cooperation and exchange. It is being held with a total
of four events including e-Tool Challenge to evaluate the skills of using the MS Office
programme and e-Life Map Challenge to evaluate the online information search ability in
specific situations.

India had nominated twelve youth with disabilities to participate in the event. These youth with
disabilities had been selected on the basis of the National IT Challenge conducted by the
Ministry through NIT, Kurukshetra in June, 2018. India has been participating in the event
since 2013 and has been winning awards ever since. Last year the event was held in Vietnam.

 

*****

Sanjay Kumar/jk/SJ&E/11.11.2018

(Release ID: 1552393) Visitor Counter : 488

Read this release in: Tamil
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Source : www.pib.nic.in Date : 2018-11-14

SHRI MUKHTAR ABBAS NAQVI WILL INAUGURATE
“HUNAR HAAT” AT INDIA INTERNATIONAL TRADE
FAIR, NEW DELHI

Relevant for: Government Policies & Welfare Schemes | Topic: Welfare of Minorities - Schemes & their
performance; Mechanisms, Laws, Institutions & Bodies

Ministry of Minority Affairs

Shri Mukhtar Abbas Naqvi will inaugurate “Hunar Haat” at
India International Trade Fair, New Delhi

Hunar Haat will provide market and opportunity to Master
Artisans and Craftsmen

Posted On: 13 NOV 2018 12:53PM by PIB Delhi

Union Minister for Minority Affairs Shri Mukhtar Abbas Naqvi will inaugurate the “Hunar Haat”
on 15th November, 2018 at India International Trade Fair (IITF) at Pragati Maidan in New Delhi.
The IITF will be organized from 14th to 27th November, 2018.

 

Shri Naqvi today said that “Hunar Haat”, being organised across the country by the Ministry of
Minority Affairs has proved to be “Empowerment & Employment Exchange” for master artisans
and craftsmen.  “Hunar Haat” at Pragati Maidan, is a part of series of “Hunar Haat”, being
organised in various parts of the country under a mission to provide market and opportunity to
master artisans and craftsmen. 

 

The Minister said that master artisans, including a large number of women artisans, from across
the country are participating in the “Hunar Haat”. The artisans will brought with them very
exquisite pieces of Handicraft & Handloom work products like Ajarakh, Bagh print, Bandhej,
Barmer Ajrakh & Applique, Bidriware, Cane and Bamboo, Carpet, Chanderi, Chaniya Choli,
Chikankari, Copper Bell Product, Copperware, Ceramic Products, Dry Flowers, Gota Pati,
Handloom & Home Furnishings from different parts of the country. Products such as Jute Craft,
Lac stone studded Bangles, Lacquerware, Linen Products, Metalware, Mudwork, Mulberry Silk,
Paithani Silk, Phulkari, Punjabi Jutti, Zari Bags, etc will also be available there. For the first
time, products from Chhattisgarh and Namda and Chinnon Silk of Jammu & Kashmir will also
be available in this “Hunar Haat” at Pragati Maidan, New Delhi.

 

Shri Naqvi said that the employment oriented programmes of the Central Government like
“Hunar Haat” has significantly encouraged and promoted the rich traditional heritage of master
artisans who had been marginalised for a long time. He said that “Hunar Haat” has become a
“credible brand” to fulfil Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi’s commitment to “Make in India”,
“Stand up India” and “Start up India”. During the last one year, “Hunar Haat”, organised at
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various parts of the country, has been successful in providing employment and marketing
opportunities to more than 1 lakh 50 thousand artisans and other people associated with them.
The target is to provide employment and marketing opportunities to about 5 lakh people through
“Hunar Haat”.

 

The Minister said that “Hunar Haat” has significantly encouraged and promoted the rich
traditional heritage of master artisans. “Hunar Haat” has been successful in providing national
and international markets and employment-marketing opportunities to master artisans and
craftsmen. “Hunar Haat” has become a credible and renowned brand where exquisite
Handicraft & Handloom made by master artisans and various delicacies from across the
country are available under one roof.

 

Earlier, “Hunar Haat” had been organised at Allahabad (Sept, 2018), at Pragati Maidan (2016,
2017) and Baba Kharak Singh Marg (2017, 2018) New Delhi; at Puducherry (2017, 2018) and
at Mumbai (2017). In the coming days, “Hunar Haat” will be organised at Mumbai (December
2018), Baba Kharak Singh Marg, New Delhi (January 2019) and Goa (February 2019).

*****

RCJ/FH/IA

(Release ID: 1552555) Visitor Counter : 379

Read this release in: Marathi
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Source : www.pib.nic.in Date : 2018-11-16

REVAMP LAWS GOVERNING COOPERATIVE SECTOR
IN VIEW OF THE CHANGED TECHNO-ECONOMIC
SCENARIO: VICE PRESIDENT

Relevant for: Government Policies & Welfare Schemes | Topic: Role of Institutional and other Stakeholders in
Development Process

Vice President's Secretariat

Revamp laws governing cooperative sector in view of the
changed techno-economic scenario: Vice President

Address challenges such as politicization of cooperatives
& bureaucratic control of cooperatives;

Take steps to make agriculture viable;

Cooperative sector must play key role in strengthening
rural economy;

Delivers Laxmanrao Inamdar Memorial Lecture on
Cooperatives

Posted On: 15 NOV 2018 4:03PM by PIB Delhi

The Vice President of India, Shri M. Venkaiah Naidu has called for a revamp of laws governing
cooperative sector in the context of changed techno-economic so that it becomes viable and
vibrant enterprise. He was delivering the Laxmanrao Inamdar Memorial Lecture on
Cooperatives, organized by Sahakar Bharati, in Mumbai, today. The Governor of Maharashtra,
Shri Ch. Vidya Sagar Rao, the Minister for Higher and Technical Education of Maharashtra, Shri.
Vinod Tawde and other dignitaries were present on the occasion

The Vice President said that lack of awareness, vagaries of monsoon, lack of access to market
and storage facilities is making agriculture un-viable there by forcing people to migrate from rural
areas to urban areas. 

The Vice President called up on the cooperative sector to play key role in strengthening rural
economy and also help the farmers raise their income. To achieve this, he asked Research
institutions and government agencies to support Cooperatives in their efforts to educate farmers
and encourage them diversify into allied vocations like horticulture, fishery, bee-keeping, rural
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logistics and transportation, food processing etc to generate additional income.

The Vice President also asked for an increased focus and attention of authorities, politicians,
media, and scientists to make united efforts to improve the lives of people dependent of farming
and Agriculture.

Shri Naidu said that Cooperatives can help in reducing the cost of production by sensitizing
farmers about judicious use of chemical fertilizers and pesticides, by encouraging and training
farmers in the use of organic manure and efficient use of water and by collective procurement of
capital-intensive equipments and inputs.

The Vice President said that even though India became self-sufficient in food grain production,
agriculture sector suffers from structural constraints. He called up on Cooperative societies to
become important conduit between Government and the farmers to deliver the benefits of
government schemes, such Pradhan Mantri Fasal Bima Yojna, Krishi Sinchayi Yojna, Jan Dhan,
e-NAM, MUDRA Yojna, Minimum Support Price and others to farmers.

The Vice President sought for coordinated efforts of Cooperatives, Agriculture Research
Institutions, Kisan Vikas Kendras and farmers’ groups in line with government’s resolve to
double the farmer’s income by 2022. 

The Vice President said that Indian cooperative movement has a great history and has made
tremendous progress in several sectors of the Indian economy and said that with a network of
over 8.50 lakh cooperatives with membership of well over 25 crores have operations across the
spectrum made it the biggest in the world. He, however, added that the cooperative sector was
facing structural challenges in recent past and stressed the need to address challenges faced by
the sector such as politicization of cooperatives and bureaucratic control, low level of
participation by women and youth.

Shri Naidu said that Cooperative sector has proven to be a successful model world over and
countries like Singapore, Denmark, Scandinavian countries, Japan and Switzerland have seen
success.  He has also stressed the need to learn from best practices and see if we can adopt
some best practices in fields such as healthcare, retail, Food Production and others.  

Quoting the reach of the sector in different countries, the Vice President said that 55 per cent of
the retail market in Singapore and 36 per cent in Denmark were being held by cooperatives. He
further said that Consumer cooperatives have prominent presence in Scandinavian countries,
Japan and Switzerland and countries like Japan, Germany, France and Netherlands, provide
affordable health care to common people based on cooperative model. We must learn from
them and try to emulate such models here in India for the betterment of common man, he
added.

Following is the text of Vice President’s Lecture:

“                                               

         ,21 , 1917                                                                   450          20,000       
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India’s cooperative movement is the biggest movement in the world and has made tremendous
progress in several sectors of the Indian economy. I am told that 75 percent of rural households
have been covered through a network of over 8.50 lakh cooperatives with membership of well
over 25 crores.

Thecooperatives command significant share in cotton, fertilizer and sugar processing and
production in the country.

The iconic success of Amul has inspired the White Revolution in India with the country becoming
the top milk producer in the world today.

Friends,

In recent years, however, the cooperative sector has faced structural challenges like dormant
membership, lack of active participation of members in the management of cooperatives,
politicization of cooperatives and bureaucratic control. Similarly, low level of participation by
women and youth is a challenge and needs to be addressed.

Mounting dues in cooperative credit institutions, inadequate mobilization of own resources, over
dependence on Governmental and institutional support, lack of professional management have
proved harmful to their growth. There have been instances of mismanagement and absence of
monitoring.

Probably the time has come to bring the requisite changes in the relevant laws governing
cooperative sector in the context of changed techno-economic and business scenario to make
the cooperatives viable and vibrant enterprises.

Friends,

Today we are self-sufficient in foodgrain production. Rather, we are faced with the crisis of
abundance. Yet, our agriculture sector suffers from structural constraints. At present 85%
agricultural land holdings are small, measuring less than 2 hectares. Only 5.2% agricultural
families own tractors. Drip irrigation is available to only 1.6% agriculture households.

The Government has resolved to double the farmer’s income by 2022. For which a number of
interventions are necessary.

The Government has raised the Minimum Support Price for most of the crops. Cooperatives can
help small and marginal farmers in realizing the benefit of higher MSP.

The Cooperatives can help in reducing the cost of production by sensitizing farmers about
judicious use of chemical fertilizers and pesticides, by encouraging and training farmers in the
use of organic manure and efficient use of water and by collective procurement of capital-
intensive equipments and inputs.

Friends,

The Government has launched several progressive programmes like Pradhan Mantri Fasal
Bima Yojna, Krishi Sinchayi Yojna, Jan Dhan and MUDRA Yojna.  The benefits of these



cr
ac

kIA
S.co

m

cr
ac

kIA
S.co

m

schemes must reach farmers. Cooperative societies should become important conduit between
Government and the farmers to deliver the benefits of these schemes.

This year, the Government has allocated Rs 2000 crores for upgrading and building new rural
markets/mandis. Your active cooperation in this scheme is essential.

The Government of India has given a substantial budgetary support to computerize more than
63000 Primary Agriculture Cooperatives (PACs). Strengthening the PACs through application of
appropriate technology is the need of the hour. Cooperative should train farmers to use e-
marketing platform E-NAM, to access a wider market for their produce.

In our country the rural economy is still largely dependent upon agriculture.  Cooperatives, with
the assistance from research institutions and government agencies, can educate and train
farmers to diversify into allied vocations like horticulture, fishery, Bee-keeping, rural logistics and
transportation, food processing etc.  which is essential to raise the income of farmers. 

Friends,

The Cooperative sector remains a vibrant and viable business model in the world. Worldwide,
the Cooperative sector has about one billion members in over 100 countries. There are some
52,000 Cooperative Banks and Credit Unions, serving 177 million members in 100 Countries. It
is estimated that cooperatives account for more than 100 million jobs around the world. We must
learn from the new experiments taking place around the world in the cooperative sector.

Even in the service sector, the Cooperative model has been successfully adopted.55 per cent of
the retail market in Singapore and 36 per cent in Denmark is held by cooperatives. Consumer
cooperatives have prominent presence in Scandinavian countries, Japan and Switzerland.

Countries like Japan, Germany, France and Netherlands, provide affordable health care to
common people based on cooperative model.

Similarly, in countries like US and Bangladesh, Electricity Cooperatives have been successful in
making rural electrificationa viable enterprise. We must learn from their experiences and see if
we can adopt some best practices in our own national context.    

In India, the Government is promoting innovation and entrepreneurship in every field. There is
immense scope of innovation in cooperative sector especially in rural and agro-economy
cooperatives.You can bring about the long-awaited disruptive innovation with the help of
research and linkage with professional institutions.

,

                                             -   
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Source : www.pib.nic.in Date : 2018-11-17

WOMEN & CHILD DEVELOPMENT MINISTRY
APPROVES 3 FRESH PROPOSALS FOR EXPENDITURE
UNDER NIRBHAYA FUND

Relevant for: Government Policies & Welfare Schemes | Topic: Welfare of Women - Schemes & their
performance; Mechanisms, Laws, Institutions & Bodies

Ministry of Women and Child Development

Women & Child Development Ministry approves 3 Fresh
proposals for Expenditure under Nirbhaya Fund

Posted On: 16 NOV 2018 4:58PM by PIB Delhi

The Empowered Committee of Officers under Nirbhaya Fund, under the Chairmanship of
Secretary, Women and Child Development Ministry has today approved the following three
major proposals:

Department of Justice, Ministry of Law and Justice proposal to set up 1023 Fast Track Special
Courts (FTSCs) to dispose off pending cases of rape, and POCSO Act across the country. The
project has a total financial implication of Rs. 767.25 crores. In the First phase, 777 FTSCs may
be set up in 9 states and in second phase 246 FTSCs will be set up.

The Proposal of Ministry of Home Affairs for procurement of forensic kits for sexual assault
cases to kick start usage of such kits in States/UTs through TOTs (Training of Trainers),
capacity building/training for forensics in sexual assault cases and strengthening of State FSLs
under Nirbhaya Fund with a total  financial implication of Rs. 107.19  crores was also approved
today.

The Proposal from Konkan Railway Corporation Limited for setting up video surveillance system
at 50 Railway Stations with a total Project cost of Rs 17.64 crores that will be utilised for
surveillance hardware and accessories, local connectivity equipment and power supply devices
also stands approved.

Also, in-principle approval was given to the proposal, from Ministry of Road Transport and
highways, of C-DAC for customisation, deployment and management of state wise vehicle
tracking platform for safety and enforcement with AIS 140 specification.

 

******

NB/PS

(Release ID: 1552980) Visitor Counter : 360

Read this release in: Marathi , Tamil
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Source : www.pib.nic.in Date : 2018-11-28

MWCD LINKS SEXUAL HARASSMENT COMPLAINTS
PORTAL 'SHE-BOX' TO CENTRAL/ STATE MINISTRIES
& DISTRICTS FOR SPEEDY DISPOSAL OF CASES

Relevant for: Government Policies & Welfare Schemes | Topic: Welfare of Women - Schemes & their
performance; Mechanisms, Laws, Institutions & Bodies

Ministry of Women and Child Development

MWCD links Sexual Harassment Complaints Portal 'SHe-
Box' to central/ state ministries & districts for speedy
disposal of cases

Posted On: 22 NOV 2018 3:08PM by PIB Delhi

The Ministry of Women and Child Development has linked SHe-Box, the online portal to report
complaints of Sexual Harassment at Workplace, to all the Central Ministries, Departments and
653 districts across 33 States/Union Territories. For prompt disposal of complaints on SHe-Box,
each case goes directly to the central/ state authority concerned having jurisdiction to take
action in the matter. Cases on She-Box can be monitored by the complainants and Ministry
WCD, reducing the time taken in case disposal. Till November 20, 2018, as many as 321
complaints have been registered with 'SHe-Box' out of which 120 are related to central
ministries/departments, 58 are from state governments and 143 are from private companies. 

Elaborating on the portal, Smt. Gandhi said, "SHe-Box portal is an effort to provide speedy
remedy to women facing sexual harassment at workplace. With the linking of the portal to
central and state governments, once a complaint is submitted to the portal, it will be directly sent
to the section of the employer concerned. Through this portal, WCD as well as the complainant,
can monitor the progress of the inquiry. This is a proactive step taken by the WCD Ministry in the
wake of the worldwide campaign #MeToo, where women have related their experience of facing
sexual harassment and abuse at workplace."

 

SHe-Box, which was launched by WCD Minister Smt Maneka Sanjay Gandhi last year, offers
the facility of making online complaints of sexual harassment at workplace to all women
employees in the country including government and private employees. Those who have already
filed a written complaint with the concerned Internal Complaint Committee (ICC) or Local
Complaint Committee (LCC) constituted under the Sexual Harassment Act are also eligible to
file their complaint through this portal.

The portal can be accessed at the following link: http://shebox.nic.in/

The Ministry has also published a Handbook and Training Module on the SH Act to provide
information about the provisions of the Act in easy to use practical manner. The private
organizations are encouraged to customize the Training Module as per their extant service rules
and disciplinary procedures prescribed therein.
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Source : www.pib.nic.in Date : 2018-11-28

CABINET APPROVES EXTENSION OF THE TERM OF
THE COMMISSION TO EXAMINE THE ISSUE OF SUB-
CATEGORIZATION OF OTHER BACKWARD CLASSES
IN THE CENTRAL LIST TILL 31ST MAY 2019

Relevant for: Government Policies & Welfare Schemes | Topic: Government policies & interventions for
development in various Sectors and issues arising out of their design & implementation incl. Housing

Cabinet

Cabinet approves extension of the term of the Commission
to examine the issue of Sub-categorization of Other
Backward Classes in the Central List till 31st May 2019

Posted On: 22 NOV 2018 1:37PM by PIB Delhi

The Union Cabinet chaired by the Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi has approved the
extension of the term of the Commission to examine the issue of Sub-categorization of Other
Backward Classes in the Central List for six months beyond 30th November, 2018 and till 31st

May 2019.

 

The Commission has held extensive meetings with the stake holders including the State
Governments, the State Backward Classes Commissions, various community associations and
general public belonging to various Backward Classes and Commissions and also obtained
records, caste-wise, of OBCs admitted in higher educational institution as well as similar caste-
wise data of recruits in Central Departments, Central Public Sector Undertakings, Public Sector
Banks & Financial Institutions.

 

Based on the emanating information from the data as processed and analyzed, the Commission
has expressed that a round of discussion with the States and their Backward Classes
Commission was required before finalizing the sub-categorized lists and the Report.

*****
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Source : www.thehindu.com Date : 2018-11-29

WITHOUT MATERNITY BENEFITS
Relevant for: Government Policies & Welfare Schemes | Topic: Welfare of Women - Schemes & their

performance; Mechanisms, Laws, Institutions & Bodies

Yashoda Devi was five months pregnant with her third child when we met her in Jharkhand in
June. She was in extreme pain. The doctor had told her that she was very weak and had
advised her to improve her nutritional intake. But Ms. Devi did not have money to follow the
doctor’s advice.

Ms. Devi was one of the 98 women we interviewed in the course of a small survey in 12 villages
spread across two blocks of Jharkhand: Manika in Latehar district and Khunti in Khunti district.
We enquired about the financial and physical hardships experienced by the respondents during
pregnancy and delivery, and also studied the implementation of the Pradhan Mantri Matru
Vandana Yojana (PMMVY), a maternity benefit programme, nearly one year after it was officially
launched.

 

Under the National Food Security Act (NFSA) of 2013, every pregnant woman is entitled to
maternity benefits of 6,000, unless she is already receiving similar benefits as a government
employee or under other laws. The PMMVY was announced by Prime Minister Narendra Modi
on December 31, 2016. Unfortunately, it violates the NFSA in several ways. First, the benefits
have been reduced from 6,000 to 5,000 per child. Second, they are now restricted to the first
living child. Third, they are further restricted to women above the age of 18 years.

The scheme largely defeats the purpose it is supposed to serve: according to a recent analysis,
it excludes more than half of all pregnancies because first-order births account for only 43% of
all births in India. In our sample, less than half of the women met the PMMVY eligibility criteria.
Among those who were eligible, a little over half had applied for maternity benefits.

The application process is cumbersome and exclusionary: a separate form has to be filled,
signed and submitted for each of the three instalments, along with a copy of the applicant’s
mother-child protection card, her Aadhaar card, her husband’s Aadhaar card, and the details of
a bank account linked to her Aadhaar number. The compulsory linking of the applicant’s bank
account with Aadhaar often causes problems. Further, the PMMVY provides little assistance to
women who lose their baby, because the successive payments are made only if the
corresponding conditionalities are met.

The worst form of hardship reported by pregnant women in our sample, among those related to
lack of funds, was the inability to improve their nutritional intake or even to eat properly during
pregnancy.

Ms. Devi, during and before her second pregnancy, was working in someone else’s field where
she was paid in kind (5 kg of grain per day). This time, as she was in pain, she was unable to
work for wages during her pregnancy. This reduced the family’s income, already strained by the
last delivery’s debts when they had to spend more than 12,000 by borrowing and selling assets.
Ms. Devi said that if she had received maternity benefits under the PMMVY, she could have
used the money to take care of her health and eat nutritious food as advised by the doctor. Like
her, 42% of respondents in the sub-sample of women who were working for wages before
pregnancy with an average wage of 126 per day of work could not work during their pregnancy
and earned zero wages. In our sample, on average, respondents spent 8,272 on their deliveries
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alone. Half of the respondents who had spent money during delivery or pregnancy said that they
had to borrow money to meet the expenses. It was also common for the families of the
respondents to sell assets or migrate to cover these costs. The PMMVY could help protect poor
families from these financial contingencies.

The provision for maternity entitlements in the NFSA is very important for women who are not
employed in the formal sector. The PMMVY, however, undermines this provision due to the
dilution of the entitled amount and the exclusion criteria. Even in this restricted form, the scheme
is yet to reach eligible women as the implementation record has been dismal till date. In our
sample, 30 women had applied for maternity benefits, but none of them had actually received
any PMMVY money. No doubt some women did receive PMMVY benefits in both districts by
June (this was confirmed by the block offices), but the numbers were so small that none of them
emerged in our sample. The scheme seems to be achieving very little for now, in Jharkhand at
least. There is an urgent need for better implementation as well as for compliance of the scheme
with the NFSA. Maternity benefits should be raised to 6,000 per child at least, for all pregnancies
and not just the first living child.

Aditi Priya is an MA student at the Delhi School of Economics

Blaming Gandhi for Partition and by implication lionising his assassin is the worst form of
historical revisionism
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